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We were pleased to have a fine group of 
friends from ten supporting churches gather 
once again on a busy Saturday in April to hear 
a ministry report via SKYPE with Dr. Kaarina 
in Yerevan, and to pray for our ministries.  
Many thanks to Sharon Combs and Debbie 
Shipman for co-leading, to Dave Shipman 
and Rick Needham for assisting, and to the 
friends at Bethany Bible Chapel for hosting!

How grateful we are for friends in the Lord 
who take seriously the call to pray for God’s work in faraway places.   What a wonderful blessing 
to receive funds that day for our expanding needs---more Bibles and chairs for HOPE office, and 
more blankets and supplies for the LIGHTHOUSE.  May He continue to protect and prosper His 
work in the hearts and lives of young Armenians here in their homeland.

 

Perspectives on HOPE
“May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in Him, 
so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans 15:13

If you were called by God to start 
a new mission, what name would 
you choose!  This was our happy task 
over seven years ago as we began 
HOPE Armenia Ministries.  We were 
convinced that, in this post-Soviet 
setting, with its political, economic, and 
social upheavals; focusing on the HOPE 
that is ours in the Lord Jesus today, and 
the ETERNAL HOPE that is ours forever 
because of His work on the Cross, was 
of greatest importance.  We are still 
convinced that this emphasis was on 
target.  

Times are very hard here in 
Armenia.  Many are giving up hope 
that opportunities for work and 
making ends meet will improve.  
Alarming numbers of young people are 
exiting their homeland to find work in 
neighboring countries and overseas.  
The consequences of all the current 
desperation, family separations, and 
“starting from scratch” in entirely new 
cultures are staggering.

Filled with hope---no matter how 
tempting it is to be discouraged, and 
to see only what’s lacking in our lives.  
Filled with all joy and peace---as we 
trust in God to protect and provide.  
Overflowing with hope---by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, so that we can be 
channels of His light and salvation to 
others.  Thank you, Lord!  We’ll take 
all you offer to prosper us, and not to 
harm us, to give us hope and a future 
(Jeremiah 29:11).

In Jesus’ HOPE, joy, peace,

Kaarina A. Ham, Ph.D
General Director

HOPE NE Prayer & Support Group ~ 8th Annual Meeting

Autumn 2012 Ministries

Bethany Bible Chapel
Winchendon, Massachusetts USA
Saturday ~ 20 April 2013

Seminars

Bible Study

Youth Programs

Coffee Evening
26 September - HOPE Office

Faith in the Workplace
20-21 October - LIGHTHOUSE

In The World But Not Of It - John Chapter 17
17-18 November - LIGHTHOUSE

Christmas Finale
24 December - HOPE Office

Karin village school
Ashtarak region

Tsamakaberd village school 
Sevan region

Jrashen village school
Yerevan suburb
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Winter - Spring 2013 Ministries

Summer 2013 Ministries

Welcoming New Friends

Mexican Evening 
12 January 2013 - HOPE Office

Basics of the Christian Faith
 Norashen village school

Sevan region

Jrashen youth follow-up program 
Excursion to Xor Virap

8 May 2013

Women’s Seminar
Our Bodies---Temples of the Holy Spirit

1-2 June 2013 

Camp lessons: 

Jesus, Light of the World
Mattew 5:14-16

Youth:  Be an Example!
I Timothy 4:12

Young Adult Seminar
God’s Healing Power

20-21 April 2013

Monday evenings
 HOPE Office

Youth drama:
From Jesus' 
Birth to His 

Presentation 
in the Temple

Easter Outreach

8th Anniversary Celebration

Youth Programs

Young Adult Bible Study

LIGHTHOUSE Training Center

LIGHTHOUSE Training CenterHOPE Family Excursion
Summer Youth Day Camps

Hiking Day

Naregatsi Art Institute
12 February 2013

3rd Easter Outreach
Home for the Elderly 

Kotayk region
30 March 2013

Young Adult Retreat 
 Trusting Through Trials 

11-12 May 2013

Norashen village

Tsamakaberd village

Tsovagyugh village

Sevan region
14 July 2013

Buravan Church, Ararat region
16 June 2013

Bible Study Retreat
Light from the Scriptures

27-28 July 2013



4

ARMENIAN CHURCH HISTORY

HOPE NEWS
LIGHTHOUSE Training  Center

By Tatevik Ghazaryan
In the fourth century, 

not long after the 
acceptance of Christianity 
as the state religion (in 301 
A.D.), the Armenian nation 
often faced persecution 
from neighboring non-
Christian nations.  The 

Persians in particular imposed many unfair 
practices on the Armenian nation, the greatest 
being pressure to give up the Christian faith.  
This resulted in Armenians’ preparation for a 
huge battle in defense of their faith.

The battle took place on May 26, 451 A.D. in 
the Artaz province of Vaspurakan, near the banks, 
of the River Tghmut, near the vast plain called 
Avarair, by the village of Avarair.   This is why the 
battle is known as The Battle of Avarair.

The Persian Army, led by Commander Mushkan 
Nisalavurt and consisting of 80,000 to 90,000 
soldiers and 13 armed elephants, entered 
Armenian territory.  (The Persians made the 
elephants drunk so that they would become 
more aggressive.)  Their task was to suppress 
the Armenian rebellion, reverse their religious 

conviction, and destroy their internal autonomy.
The Armenian Army, led by Commander 

Vardan Mamikonyan and consisting of 
66,000 soldiers, positioned itself opposite the 
enemy’s encampment.  Neither side won, but 
Mamikonyan was martyred, along with 1,036 
Armenians.  The number of Persians who lost 
their lives exceeded 3,544.

Thus the Armenians were not defeated, 
according to the Armenian historian Yeghisheh, 
but rather reinforced their fighting spirit.  After 
the Battle of Avarair, they were of full strength 
at impregnable locations and conducted severe 
attacks against the enemy.  And their ranks even 
increased!  Various partisan skirmishes occurred 
in Arsakh, Tayk and Tmorik; and even Gavar 
residents began participating in these new 
battles, even though they had not participated 
in the Battle of Avarair.  

At the same time, the Huns struck hard at the 
Persians from the West.  Finally, the Persians were 
forced to decrease taxes against the Armenian 
nation and accept its internal autonomy.  Thus 
their forceful attempts to remove Christianity 
from Armenia did not succeed, and the Persian 
court tried in more kindly ways to win over the 

Armenian populace.  
Each year we commemorate this important 

event in church history because so many 
Armenians gave their lives in defense of the 
Christian faith.  There is also a monument to 
Mamikonyan in central Yerevan.

The Battle of Avarair - 451 A.D.

“Vardanank,” a famous painting 
by Armenian artist Grigor Khanjyan 

Tatevik, an M.A. graduate of Yerevan State Philological Institute and former high school history teacher, has served 8 years as HOPE administrator and ministry coordinator.  
She and her husband Suren have a 4-year-old daughter, Mane (“Maneh”) and a 1½ year-old son Avetis, whose name means Evangel / Good News.

ANSWERS TO PRAYER
1)	 God’s provision for our ministries
2)  new participants in Thursday evening Bible study
3)  more chairs and Bibles for HOPE office
4)  NE-USA friends who gather each April to pray
5)	 fine Bible teachers for teen and adult programs
6)	 Dr. Kaarina’s health allowed her to return to Armenia

PRAYER CONCERNS
1)	 in which locations to hold autumn youth programs
2)	 participants for new autumn young adult program
3)	 political and economic situation in Armenia
4)	 God’s hand of protection on HOPE ministries
5)	 Project PAROS participants for July 2014
6)	 that our LIGHTHOUSE would be a place where 

people truly meet Jesus, the Light of the World

summer 
project:

basement 
renovations

Return this portion with your gift
Thank You for Giving 

Monthly pledge:                                  $  _________________________  Name:  ____________________________________

Extra gift (please specify):                 $  _________________________  Address:  __________________________________

Total amount enclosed:                      $  _________________________                 ___________________________________

        ______________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to: Mail to:
HOPE Armenia Ministries

HOPE Armenia Ministries
PO Box 4009
San Dimas, CA 91773 USA

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”  John 8:12

Please print your e-mail address:

HOPE KIDS

Please consider prayerfully a gift in support of our mission in Armenia


